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Queanbeyan land release inquiry 
Background paper 
 
 
May 2006 
 
 
The purpose of this Paper is to provide general information on the forthcoming 
inquiry, including some background on the various sites which are the subject 
of the inquiry. 
 
Panel 

Mr Brian Gilligan (Chair); 
Ms Julie Bindon, Chief Executive Officer, JBA Urban Planning Consultants; and 
Mr Ken Matthews, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, National Water Commission. 

 
Terms of Reference 
 
To investigate, report and make recommendations on current rezoning proposals for 
residential land development in the Queanbeyan City Council area taking into consideration: 
• Cross-border planning and service delivery arrangements between the ACT and NSW 

Governments, including the draft Memorandum of Understanding between the NSW and 
ACT Governments on Cross Border Water Resources. 

• The availability of water to sustain Queanbeyan’s growth over the next thirty years; 
including to the new development areas. 

• The need to achieve orderly and economic development, including the need for upfront 
infrastructure investment. 

• The sequencing of land releases including the timing and prioritisation of various 
proposals. 

• Any specific matters that might support, limit or curtail the development of the areas 
under consideration. 

 
Contact 
  
Paul Freeman Phone 02 9299 2904 
Queanbeyan Panel Secretariat GPO Box 3415, Sydney NSW 2000 
 Email secretariat@coi.nsw.gov.au  
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Regional Context 
There have been various regional planning activities undertaken in the NSW/ACT Cross 
Border Region. The ACT/NSW Cross Border Region includes the ACT and the surrounding 
NSW Local Government Areas of Yass Valley, Queanbeyan City and Palerang. 

The most relevant of these as it applies to the subject of this inquiry, is the ACT and 
Subregion Planning Strategy 1998. This strategy represented an agreed position across 
Commonwealth, State, Territory and local governments (Cooma Shire Council did not 
endorse the strategy) on the future growth of Canberra, Queanbeyan and surrounding areas. 

The ACT and Subregion Strategy identified two key areas for the future growth of the 
Region. These were Gooromon–Jeir to the north of the ACT and the Lower Jerrabomberra 
Valley. The Lower Jerrabomberra Valley includes a number of the proposals currently put 
forward in Queanbeyan (The Poplars, Tralee and Environa/Robin). 

The ACT Government developed the Canberra Spatial Plan in 2004 which provides the 
context for future development in the Territory. Neither Gooromon–Jeir nor the Lower 
Jerrabomberra Valley continues to be considered for urban development in the ACT under 
this plan, with the Molonglo Valley (former pine plantations destroyed by the 2003 bushfires) 
now representing the priority area for future urban development in the ACT.  

The NSW Government has also been working on a draft regional strategy for the Sydney to 
Canberra Corridor. The regional strategy, which is a work in progress, will guide future 
development opportunities in the Queanbeyan, Yass and Palerang council areas and link 
these areas to the ACT, as well as to locations on the Hume corridor such as Goulburn and 
the Southern Highlands. 

The NSW and ACT governments have agreed to develop a Regional Management 
Framework to manage cross border matters. Subsets of this work have included both a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), on Cross Border Settlement and an MOU on Cross 
Border Water Supply. The agreements have been signed by the NSW and ACT 
governments. The water agreement is awaiting ratification by the Commonwealth 
Government. 

Individual Sites (See attached map) 
The Poplars 
• ‘The Poplars’ is located generally west of the existing Jerrabomberra residential area and 

is shown as yellow on the map. 
• Proposal is for approximately 900 lots. 
• The Poplars has been the subject of a previous rezoning request in the late 1990s that 

was refused at that time by the then NSW Minister for Planning.  
• Prior to the then Minister’s decision, a public hearing was also held into the rezoning 

under section 68 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act), at 
the request of Queanbeyan City Council, largely to resolve threatened species issues. 
The hearing acknowledged the significant threatened species concerns however a 
compromise was developed to allow for some development on the Poplars site.  

• A local environmental study (LES) has been prepared for the site with current relevant 
issues being threatened species, water supply and aircraft noise. 

• The Council is currently seeking a section 65 certificate from the Director-General of the 
Department of Planning to publicly exhibit the rezoning. 

 
Tralee 
• ‘Tralee’ comprises two separate parcels of land located south west of the existing 

residential area of Jerrabomberra which are shown on the attached map as light blue. 
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• Both parcels immediately adjoin the ACT border and the industrial area of Hume. 
• Proposal is for approximately 1,500–2,000 lots. 
• Issues relevant to the Tralee site are threatened species, water supply, aircraft noise, 

potential land use conflict with Hume industrial area and cross border infrastructure 
provision. 

• The Council is currently seeking a section 65 certificate from the Director-General of the 
Department of Planning to publicly exhibit the rezoning. 

 
Environa/Robin 
• ‘Environa/Robin’ is located immediately adjacent to the Tralee proposal, and represents 

the area of land between the two parcels for Tralee. It is shown on the attached map as 
red. 

• Proposal is for approximately 2,500 lots. 
• Key issues with this site are land use conflicts with the Hume industrial area, water supply, 

aircraft noise, threatened species and cross-border infrastructure provision. 
• No LES has been prepared for the site to date. 
 
Googong 
• The ‘Googong’ proposal is located several kilometres south of the existing township of 

Queanbeyan along Cooma Road, generally to the west of Googong Dam. The site is 
shown as green on the attached map. 

• Proposal is for a ‘new township’ of up to 8,000 dwellings and other urban landuses that 
would support a new town. 

• Key issues for the proposal are provision of infrastructure and servicing, water supply, 
relationship to the water supply catchment area and threatened species. 

• An LES has been prepared for the proposal. 
• The council is currently seeking a section 65 certificate from the Director-General of the 

Department of Planning to publicly exhibit the rezoning. 
 
Tralee Station 
• The Tralee Station site is located to the south-west of the Tralee and Environa/Robin sites 

and is shown on the attached map as dark blue. 
• Proposal would provide for approximately 4,500 to 7,000 dwellings. 
• The Department has not received a formal section 54 notification from council of a 

rezoning proposal for this site. 
• Key issues for this site are provision of infrastructure and servicing, aircraft noise, water 

supply and threatened species. 
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Queanbeyan Land Release Inquiry
List of Submissions



 

LEVEL 13, 301 GEORGE STREET 
SYDNEY, NSW 2000 
GPO BOX 3415, SYDNEY, NSW 2001 
TELEPHONE (02) 9299 2904   FAX (02) 9262 1242 
secretariat@coi.nsw.gov.au 1 

 
INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT PANEL – QUEANBEYAN LAND RELEASE INQUIRY 
 

LIST OF SUBMISSIONS 
 
 

1. Queanbeyan City Council 
 

2. Yass Valley Council 
 

3. NSW Department of Environment and Conservation 
 

4. NSW Department of Natural Resources 
 

5. NSW RTA 
 

6. Canberra Investment Corporation 
 

7. Mirvac Homes 
 

8. Robin Pty Ltd 
 

9. Village Building Company 
 

10. Talpa Pty Ltd 
 

11. Sandra Walsh 
 

12. Canberra International Airport 
 

13. Australian Air Express 
 

14. Australian Airports Association 
 

15. Housing Industry Association 
 

16. Land and National Development Corporation 
 

17. Master Builders Association 
 

18. Overnight Airfreight Operators Association 
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19. Perin Group Management 
 

20. Queanbeyan Business Council 
 
21. Qantas Airways 

 
22. Virgin Blue Airlines 

 
23. Ms RM Aldridge 

 
24. The Anglican Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn 

 
25. Hugh Cooke 

 
26. John Forrest 

 
27. Yvonne Francis 

 
28. John Gorman 

 
29. Kai Hansen 

 
30. Therese Hansen 

 
31. Philip Harrison 

 
32. David Hope 

 
33. Senator Garry Humphries 

 
34. Robyn and Adrian Jensz 

 
35. Jerrabomberra Public School P&C Association 

 
36. Jerrabomberra Residents Association 

 
37. Rob Keane 

 
38. Pastor Dwayne Keefe 

 
39. John and Helen Morrison 

 
40. Queanbeyan and Jerrabomberra Secondary School Committee 

 
41. Helga and John Shaw 

 
42. Nigel Stoker AM 
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43. Cornel Swen 
 

44. Tuggeranong Community Council 
 

45. Master Builders Association of ACT 
 

46. Monaro Conservation Society 
 

47. Anne Forrest 
 

48. Ern Smith Building 
 

49. Brown Consulting ACT 
 

50. Canberra Estates Consortium 8 
 

51. Steve Whan MP 
 

52. Queanbeyan Landcare 
 

53. Number not allocated 
 

54. ACT Government 
 

55. UDIA 
 

56. Kathryn Tse 
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LEVEL 13, 301 GEORGE STREET 
SYDNEY, NSW 2000 
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secretariat@coi.nsw.gov.au 1 

 
INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT PANEL – QUEANBEYAN LAND RELEASE INQUIRY 
 

LIST OF APPEARANCES 
 
 

1. Queanbeyan City Council 
 

2. Yass Valley Council 
 

3. Department of Environment and Conservation 
 

4. Canberra Investment Corporation Pty Limited 
 

5. Talpa Pty Ltd 
 

6. Village Building Company 
 

7. Sandra Walsh (Tralee Station) 
 

8. David Larcombe 
 

9. Mirvac Homes Pty Limited 
 

10. Queanbeyan Business Council 
 

11. Queanbeyan and Jerrabomberra Secondary School Committee 
 

12. Jerrabomberra Residents Association 
 

13. Monaro Conservation Society Inc. 
 

14. ACT Government 
 

15. Canberra International Airport 
 

16. Steve Whan MP 
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List of Supplementary Submissions



 

LEVEL 13, 301 GEORGE STREET 
SYDNEY, NSW 2000 
GPO BOX 3415, SYDNEY, NSW 2001 
TELEPHONE (02) 9299 2904   FAX (02) 9262 1242 
secretariat@coi.nsw.gov.au 1 

 
INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT PANEL – QUEANBEYAN LAND RELEASE INQUIRY 
 

LIST OF SUPPLEMENTARY SUBMISSIONS 
 
 

1. Queanbeyan City Council 
 

2. NSW Department of Environment and Conservation 
 

3. Canberra Investment Corporation 
 

4. Robin Pty Ltd 
 

5. Village Building Company 
 

6. Canberra International Airport 
 

7. Queanbeyan Business Council 
 

8. Queanbeyan and Jerrabomberra Secondary School Committee 
 

9. ACT Government 
 

10. Mirvac  
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Queanbeyan Land Release Inquiry
Memorandum of Understanding on Cross Border Settlement
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Queanbeyan Land Release Inquiry
Memorandum of Understanding on Cross Border Water Resources
























