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JRA committee member David Hope 
and I recently had the opportunity to 
meet with NSW Planning Minister 
Frank Sartor to discuss development 
and associated social infrastructure in 
Jerrabomberra Valley. Our February 
12 meeting in Cooma was sought 
to receive an update on when he 
would be making the decision to 
proceed with development. We 
highlighted it is now a year since the 
State Election, and the opportunity 
for the Anglican High School to 
open for the 2009 school year had 
now passed, due to lack of action. I 
emphasised it is important things are 
not stalled further so the school can 
open for the 2010 school year. He 
acknowledged he was “dragging the 
chain”.

We reminded the Minister that 
approval of development, which 
would see things such as the high 
school and a pool constructed, 
was a key election promise that 
contributed to State MP Steve 
Whan’s election. It is more than 
reasonable for our community to 
expect the Government to deliver 
the school and community facilities 
in this term, because of the mandate 
and the fact these facilities are long 
overdue.

Much to our disappointment, 
Minister Sartor was unable to give 
us a timetable for a decision, other 
than “sometime this year”. We told 
him the JRA regarded this as just 
not good enough, and this attitude 
was a let-down for the Jerrabomberra 
community.

Presidents Report
The Canberra Airport’s release 
of their 2008 Preliminary Draft 
Canberra International Airport 
Master Plan (PDMP) the week 
after the Federal election has also 
received much attention from 
the JRA. There isn’t any good 
news in the Preliminary Draft for 
Jerrabomberra residents, unless you 
are a fan of flights 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, as the Airport becomes 
a regional and international freight 
hub with air traffic equivalent to 
what Gatwick Airport has today. 
Submissions closed on February 27th 
and the JRA response was well-
considered, detailed, and addressed 
many technical aspects of the Plan, 
in addition to community and noise-
related issues. A copy can be found 
on our website or on the JRA notice 
board outside Woolworths . 

The JRA also made a submission 
on the proposed town of Googong. 
The key issue for Jerrabomberra 
residents is the proposal to turn the 
Edwin Land Parkway into a four-
lane highway to carry all the traffic 
between Googong and Canberra. 
With Googong being more than 
twice the size of Jerrabomberra 
on completion and 70 percent of 
residents heading to the ACT each 
day, it will be a traffic nightmare 
for our suburb and makes the 
construction of Dunns Creek Road 
absolutely critical. Our submission is 
also on the JRA website - www.jra.
asn.au  – for all members to peruse. 
Any feedback on these submissions is 
always welcome.
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Safe Parking means safe 
children

Queanbeyan City Council is asking 
parents to be safe with their children 
when dropping them off at school.  
The Council has commenced a 
road safety campaign to educate 
parents about the parking rules in 
School zones.  Five simple steps for 
safe parking which will protect our 
children from unnecessary injury are:

•	 Allow enough time to get your 
child to the school gate safely 
and without rushing

•	 Always observe parking signs 
outside the school.  They are 
designed to keep children safe.

•	 Never park illegally in a 
driveway or on or near a school 
crossing, or in a bus bay.

•	 Never double park.  Double 
parking blocks the vision of 
other drivers, forces children 
onto the road and obstructs the 
flow of traffic.

•	 Park a few streets away and walk 
your children to school.  This 
is also good for teaching your 
children road safety skills.

Queanbeyan City Council Mayoral Report
Council has produced a pamphlet 
which is being circulated to schools 
for distribution to parents which 
outlines the parking safety message.

Plan to Reduce Malicious 
Damage

Queanbeyan City Council has 
developed a plan to help reduce 
malicious damage within our 
community.  Council has funded the 
development of a Malicious Damage 
Crime Prevention Plan which after 
10 months of consultation was 
endorsed by Council inn late 2007.  
The Plan identifies a number of 
strategies to tackle malicious damage 
consisting of:

•	 Graffiti identification and rapid 
removal strategy

•	 Development of a Community 
Art initiative

•	 Organising a Jerrabomberra 
youth and community forum on 
malicious damage

•	 Targeted physical design and 
security action

•	 Queanbeyan City Council public 
amenities procurement action

•	 Malicious damage prevention 
media action, and

•	 Drug and alcohol prevention 
action

Council can not act alone and needs 
the assistance of the community to 
help prevent malicious damage.  For 
life threatening emergencies call 000.  
For other incidents, call Queanbeyan 
Police Station on 62980599.

Queanbeyan Performing Arts 
Centre

The Queanbeyan Performing Arts 
Centre has now been officially 
opened by the Governor-General, 
Major General Michael Jeffery 
AC CVO MC.  The Centre 
provides a state-of-the-art 350 seat 
theatre suitable for a wide range 
of performances and concerts, an 
exhibition space for the display 
of artworks, and a large foyer for 
functions and other events.

FRANK PANGALLO MBE 
MAYOR 
QUEANBEYAN CITY COUNCIL

12 February 2008

TAKING OFF WITH 
TECHNOLOGY AT THE 
SCHOOL

Technology is all the rage at 
Jerrabomberra Public School in 
2008.  Students are delighted to have 
the use of their new IT room and 
are making rapid progress with their 
skills.  The teachers are also pleased 
with the capacity to have a whole 
class on a computer at once and 
teach a lesson with state-of-the art 
facilities.  It makes their job so much 
easier and the children’s learning 
more relevant.

We look forward to evidence of the 

student’s growth in the results from 
the University of NSW Computer 
Test this year.  The students are 
already displaying excellent skills 
and, at times, they can even help 
their teachers out!

A BIGGER, BETTER 
SCHOOL CANTEEN

The Department of Education 
and Training has undertaken a 
renovation of the school canteen 
over the Christmas break.  Whilst 
it is not yet completed, when it 
opens the new canteen will be bigger 
and allow for the many parent and 
community volunteers to better 

service the 800 students in the 
school.

The school operates a healthy 
canteen on Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays.  It is fully staffed by 
volunteers so that all profits come 
back to the school P & C.  If there 
are community members out there 
who would also like to volunteer or 
be on an emergency roster, please 
contact the school on 62998860.

READING HELPERS

We also have a need for adult tutors 
with reading.  You can contact us on 
the above number as well.
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The Rotary Club of Jerrabomberra
invites you to join us at the

9th Annual Autumn Fair
Date: Saturday March 29 

Time: 9am to 3pm 
Place: Jerrabomberra Community Centre 

Cost: no charge 

Bring your pet to the pet parade at 10am.
Make a scarecrow and bring it to the fair and win a prize.

Stroll through the community centre and see art on display and for sale. 
There will once again be free entertainment and rides for the kids, young & older.

There will be food stalls and vendors selling their wares.
 We hope to see you there. 

Cathy Hobbs 
Community Services Director Rotary Club of Jerrabomberra

The JRA recently became a member 
of the newly incorporated association 
called Curfew 4 Canberra (C4C).  
Curfew 4 Canberra is a federation 
of community groups with the 
following organisations being the 
inaugural members:  Jerrabomberra 
Residents’ Association, Gungahlin 
Community Council, North 
Canberra Community Council, 
Hackett Community Association, 
Watson Community Association, 
Pialligo Residents’ Association.  
Several other community groups 
have also shown interest and have 
stated their intention to join Curfew 
4 Canberra as soon as they have 
formal approval from their respective 
community groups.

The JRA has long had a policy in 
favour of a night time curfew at 
Canberra Airport and we are pleased 
that the above groups have now 
recognised the significance and 
impact Canberra Airport’s future 
development plans will have on 
their quality of life.  The Canberra 
community’s recent recognition of 
this problem has been largely due to 
the release of the airport’s 2008 Draft 
Master Plan which, although lacking 

JRA joins C4C
in detail, states that they intend to 
increase arrivals and departures to 
more than 280,000 flights a year 
(this includes more than 330 planes 
throughout the night, more than 
one plane every two minutes, most 
of which will be large jets carrying 
freight) and begin planning the 
construction of a parallel (third) 
runway.

To put this number of flights into 
perspective, Canberra Airport 
intends to eventually become as 
big as Sydney Airport however 
with some significant differences.  
The first being that Sydney has an 
11pm to 6am curfew giving Sydney 
residents some night time respite 
from the constant noise intrusion 
they suffer during the daytime and 
allowing them at least the chance of 
a good nights sleep.

The other significant difference is 
that Canberra Airport currently 
only has one jet runway and needs 
to build a second parallel runway to 
attain the figures they are forecasting.  
When built, the parallel runway will 
be approximately 1 km east of the 
current runway, this places the flight 
path directly over Jerrabomberra, 

Queanbeyan and the soon to be 
developed suburb of Googong.  This 
is going to have a devastating impact 
on the quality of life for all who 
reside in the City of Queanbeyan.

The JRA considers the Airport’s 
plans for a third runway to be totally 
unacceptable and will continue our 
fight against the construction of a 
parallel runway.

The JRA will also continue to 
work both independently and in 
unison with Curfew 4 Canberra, 
Queanbeyan City Council, Steve 
Whan, State Member for Monaro 
and Mike Kelly, Federal Member 
for Eden-Monaro to bring about 
an 11pm to 6am curfew to ensure 
Jerrabomberra residents are afforded 
the same consideration that Sydney 
residents currently enjoy.

To this end we have recently drafted 
a petition for Curfew 4 Canberra 
requesting an 11pm to 6am curfew 
and intend to present this to the 
Federal Parliament no later than 14 
March 2008.

Brian Brown
Vice President C4C
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JRA Inc Membership
A reminder to all residents that membership to your JRA remains the same affordable $10 for families and $5 for singles.  
Membership entitles you to monthly copies of the JRA’s Minutes, which provide relevant information on projects, protests, 
etc being addressed or monitored by the local community’s action group.  So fill out a membership form now!  Mail the form, 
with your payment, to P O Box 132, Jerrabomberra or drop it into the new JRA box located next to the JRA noticeboard 
outside Woolies.  You’ll be pleased with the benefits…and you’ll be assisting the continuing commitment of the JRA in 
strengthening Jerrabomberra’s community.

Applicant details	 Surname/Family name..........................................................................................................................

	 Given name..........................................................................................................................................

Address details	 House number........................................................Street Name...........................................................

	 Home phone..........................................................Work phone...........................................................

Signature of applicant.....................................................................................................Date.................................................

Email address...........................................................................................................................................................................

The Jerrabomberra Community Centre (JCC) is a valuable 
asset to the Jerrabomberra community as it provides a range of 
services and activities for everyone to access.

Some of the activities held at JCC include Playschool, 
Playgroup, New Mothers Group, Calisthenics, Dance and 
Fitness, Pilates, 2 Sunday Church Services, Probus, University 
of the 3rd Age and 2 new classes just up and running are 
Cardio & Latino Dance and Impressions Dance & Fitness.  

Community groups also use the JCC for meetings including 
Rotary and the Jerrabomberra Residents Association and the 
rooms at the Centre are available for hire.

If you would like more information on any of the activities 
held at the JCC, please contact the Centre Co-ordinator on 
6299-9229.  Office hours are Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
9am-3pm, Closed Thursday, Friday 9am-3pm.

Jerrabomberra
Community Centre

2008 JRA EASTER RAFFLE
1st Prize - $1,200 voucher for accommodation @ 
Thredbo Village donated by Village Building Co.

2nd Prize - $200 silver bracelet donated by Diamond 
Boutique

3rd Prize - $185 Sands of Gallipoli Medallion Set 
donated by Brandnet

4th Prize - $110 in vouchers for mens, ladies and childs 
haircuts donated by TG’s Hair Salon

5th Prize - $120 one month membership donated by 
Jerra’s Gym

6th Prize - $100 bread voucher donated by Bakers 
Delight

7th Prize - $100 Easter Hamper donated by JRA

8th Prize – 2 x $25 vouchers donated by Nextra 
Newsagents

9th Prize - $50 Hair product pack donated by Ellabrie 
Hairdressers

10th Prize - $50 grocery voucher donated by Jerra 
General Store

11th Prize - $45 dry dog or cat food donated by Dr Kaz 
@ Jerra Vets

12th Prize – 2 x $20 gift vouchers donated by Video Ezy

13th Prize - $30 Steve Irwin book donated by Jerra 
Post Office

14th Prize - $30 meat voucher donated by Unique 
Meats Jerra

15th Prize - $26 large cake donated by Michel’s 
Patisserie

16th Prize - $20 Lux gift pack donated by Soul 
Pattinson Chemist

The JRA would like to thank all the local businesses 
who donated prizes in our raffle.  Tickets will be on sale 
during the month of March at the local shops.  Tickets 
will cost $2 each or 3 for $5 and will be drawn at the 
Rotary Fair 29th March 2008 at 2pm.

        Your invitation

PROBUS CLUB of JERRABOMBERRA

         COMBINED

Why not come along to your local mixed Social
and Friendship Club for Active Retirees who

are not employed on a full time basis?

Regular meetings, outings and activities
for friendship and social interaction.

Jerrabomberra Community
Centre

10.15 am, Third Wednesday
every Month

Meetings feature a guest speaker, morning tea and social
activities followed by lunch (optional). Monthly newsletter

and organised activities.

For further information :  ph 62559732


